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A National School Safety Center: Cutting-Edge Research, 
Educator-Focused Training, Thought Leadership 

We are excited about the potential impact of a collaboration between the unique expertise and 
experiences of The Educator’s School Safety Network, and the reputation, infrastructure, and 
leadership of your organization. Thank you for the opportunity to explore this partnership.

1. Unique and first to market.  
The proposed school safety center  
would be truly unique nationally and  
internationally, enhancing both the  
reputation and national/international 
exposure of your organization. Currently 
there are only three university-affiliated 
safety centers in the U.S., and none of 
them have the comprehensive focus,  
national reach, and education-perspec-
tive of this proposal.

2. Timely and “shovel-ready”. 
The Educator’s School Safety Network 
(ESSN) has worked in school safety  
and violence prevention since 2008.  
With existing programs and contacts  
already in place, the school safety  
center initiative is “shovel-ready”. 

3. Moral and ethical imperative. 
There is a moral and ethical duty to 
protect our most vulnerable and valuable 
population – our children. The events of 
the past year have clearly demonstrated 
the critical need and tremendous demand 
for thought leadership in what works: 
resources, training, and research. The 
school safety center will provide critical 
outreach to local, national, and global 
communities. The work of the center will 
quite literally save lives.
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What does a school safety center do,  
and what are the benefits? 
A national school safety center approaches crisis response  
and violence prevention in schools from a comprehensive, 
all-hazards, education-centric perspective in four different  
areas. The initiatives in each division listed below are  
already in progress by ESSN or ready for development  
and implementation.
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Why a school  
safety center? 

Safety and crisis response issues  
are ongoing concerns in schools 
through the United States and the 
world. The tragedy in Parkland,  
Florida has ignited a national  
conversation about school safety  
as well as a demand for solutions  
to violence in our schools. The need for 
research-based resources and training 
that comes from an educational per-
spective and addresses -the myriad  
of issues that schools face has never 
been greater. 

In the 2017-2018 school year, more 
than 3,659 threats and incidents  
of violence occurred in American  
K-12 schools.

The rate of violent incidents increased 
113% in the 2017-2018 school year 
from the previous year.

Educators are the first ‘first responders’. 
The harsh reality is that the most likely 
responders in school crisis situations are 
classroom teachers and support staff 
who receive little – if any – training.

Less than half of the 50 states have 
any kind of school safety department 
as part of either their department of 
education or their department of  
public safety. 

ESSN is one of only two education- 
based non-profit organizations that 
provides training, resources, research, 
and technical assistance. 
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TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION DIVISION 
State, national, and international professional  
development and training

•  Preservice education for teachers and administrators.

•  Cross-institutional courses in criminal justice,  
nursing, social work, and public health.

•  Online, on-demand courses for professional development.

•  Safety training required for license renewal.

• School safety validation for educators.

•  School Resource Officer training for LEOs.

•  Subject-specific trainings or skill building.

•  Host state and/or national school safety conferences.

•  Creation of a School Safety Professional validation,  
certification, or concentration.

•  School Resource Officer certification

•  Training for existing certification programs

Online, on-demand courses for professional development for 
cross-discipline stakeholders such as:

– Law enforcement
– Emergency responders
– School-based mental health providers
– Health service providers
– Social workers



DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
Creation of materials and  
resources BY educators,  
FOR educators

•  Safety and violence prevention 
K-12 student curricula with  
accompanying resources.

•  Supplemental resources for  
Keeping Students Safe Every Day.

•  Professional Learning  
Community guides.

•  Wrap around services for  
DHS Edge tool.

•  Crisis response decision making simulation

•  SchoolSafe scoring system

In the 2017-2018 school year, more than 3,659 threats and  
incidents of violence occurred in American K-12 schools.

KEEPING STUDENTS 
SAFE EVERY DAY

How to Prepare for and Respond to  
School Violence, Natural Disasters,  
and Other Hazards

AMY  
KLINGER   
AMANDA  
KLINGER

Keeping Students 
Safe Every Day by  
Dr. Amy Klinger and 
Amanda Klinger

Less than half of the 50 states have any kind of school safety department as  
part of either their department of education or their department of public safety.

RESEARCH AND EVALUATION DIVISION 
Current, ongoing research related to all  
aspects of school safety

•  Longitudinal studies on violent incidents and  
threats in schools.

•  Product reviews and ratings

•  Trainer and vendor evaluations

•  Continue and expand existing studies on  
states of concern.

•  Impartial, expert reviews and quality assurance  
of school safety-related products and services

•  Creation of a national reporting systems and  
databases related to violent incidents and threats  
in schools.

•  Research grants and collaborative partnerships  
with other research organizations.

•  Opportunities for doctoral and graduate research  
in cross-disciplinary fields.

•  Partnerships with national organizations to replicate, 
validate, and extend existing research in the field.

OUTREACH DIVISION 
Publications, marketing, and communications

•  School Safety Journal – a peer reviewed  
scholarly publication.

•  Additional ASCD publications related to school safety.

• EveryDay Safety subscription newsletter. 

•  Distribute resources and provide thought leadership 
through a strong digital presence.

•  Featured experts in national media reporting.

•  Creation of a national professional organization for 
school safety professionals.

•  Consulting services for school districts and  
education organizations.

•  International Administrators School Safety Academy.



About us

The Educator’s School Safety Network 
is a national, not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to providing school safety 
training, resources, and technical  
assistance to schools throughout the  
U.S. and Canada.

Dr. Amy Klinger  
is the founder and  
Director of Programs  
for the Educator’s 
School Safety Network 
he is nationally recog-
nized as an expert in 
school safety and crisis 
management. 

Dr. Klinger is first and foremost an  
educator, with 28 years of service as a 
teacher, building principal, and college 
professor. She brings practitioner and 
researcher perspectives to the critical 
concerns of school crisis response.  
With expertise in active shooter  
response, crisis planning and prepared-
ness, vulnerability assessment and mitiga-
tion, as well as lockdown enhancements, 
Dr. Klinger combines a knowledge of 
law enforcement procedures with the 
practical experience of educational 
administration.

Amanda Klinger  
is the Director of  
Operations for the 
national non-profit  
organization, The 
Educator’s’ School  
Safety Network and  
has past experience 
both as an attorney  
and an educator.

Ms. Klinger brings a practitioner’s  
perspective to thought leadership in the 
field of school safety, and the critical 
legal issues involved in school crisis 
response, cyberbullying, and the use of 
technology during crisis events. 
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Dr. Amy Klinger

Amanda Klinger

The Educator’s School Safety Network is a dynamic, 
growing organization. Take a look at some of our 
accomplishments over the last 24 months:

Presentations and trainings  In just 24 months ESSN has:

•  Provided direct teacher and administrative training to more than  
2,400 educators in 14 different school districts and educational  
service centers in Ohio, Maryland, Washington DC, Iowa, Wisconsin, 
California, and New York. 

•  Presented to more than 5,000 educators, administrators, law  
enforcement officials, social workers, psychologists, and parents  
at international, national, regional, and state conferences. 

Publications and content creation  In just 24 months ESSN has  
created content and publications including:

•  Book published by ASCD:  
Keeping Students Safe Every Day

•  Study guide and resources correlated to each  
chapter of Keeping Students Safe Every Day

•  EDGE Tool Effective Use Guide –- published by  
DHS Science and Technology Directorate

•  EDGE Participant Guide –- published by DHS  
Science and Technology Directorate

•  Threat Assessment Management Toolkit –-  
published by the Texas School Safety Center

•  Violent Incident and Threats in Schools  
research report 

• States of Concern research report

•  School Safety News and School Safety  
Free Period weekly podcasts

•  Climate and Culture Professional Learning  
Community guide

National and international media exposure  In just 24 months 
ESSN has given hundreds of media interviews on television, radio, online, 
and in newspapers, including national and international exposure through:

• C-Span
• NBC News
• ABC News
• USA Today
• The New York Times

• Washington Post
•  School Administrator 

Magazine
• Popular Mechanics
• Education Week
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